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TO HIS. 
CONGREGATION 


[n and about 


LONDON: 


Moſt dearly beloved i: our Lord and Savjonr, 

ard Y . filcnt Sabbaths area fore Tryall to me, a Pulpit is more 
22 deſirable to me then an Emperours Throne, Oh! how da 
Rag 1 long tobe among you again, that T may publiſh the glad 

| tydings of Salvation, prevent the loſs and. ruine- of 
222, Souls, which are of greater value then the whole World; 
SVG) Dathan is buſy, his Jaſfruments are aCtive, the Flock of 
| Chriſt needs foods Oh! fad neceſlity that J muſt be (ilent; 
But you will preſently be apt to reply, From whence is thig neceſſity ? I 
can aſſure you not from any promiſe I am under not to Preatch at all, nor 
for fear of puniſhments for Preaching: But hope of ſervicedhleneſs ſhortly 
makes me at preſent forbear, and my body by Impriſonments hath been ſs 
weakened that to put it _ that. hard labour it was ufed.to heretofore, 
would in all likelyhood deſtroy it, and put an end fo my days and Preach- 

ing"together.' Jeruſalem in the depths of her diſtreſs remembred the jay- ' 
ful days that once ſhe had when ſhe was Princeſs among the Provinces, 
when her mount Zjom was the Joy of the whole Earth; and ſhe was 
exalted above the reſt of the Nations in regard of ſacred and Civil Pri- 
vifedges © and alaſs being now deprived of theſe, her ſotrow was the 
more overwhelming. , Oh! my dear Brethren, I remember the bleſſed 
and peaceable Sabbaths, I injayed with you, Th dating of us were admit- 
ted together to the Throne of Grace, that we mightjoyn out forces, out 
Graces together, and prevail with the Father of Mercies who takes delight 
ihe {interc ſupplications of his People, TI'had liberty of propheſying ro 
Thouſands ans ſpread - the - Net of the Goſpel'wide, and Blefled, bleſſed 
be God, that ſo many Souls were taken 3 I had'liberty to cry that I might 
a\yaken the ſecure, to fill my mouth-witharguments to perſwade Soulsto be- 
lerve and. be converted. I call to.mind ry well beſtowed Sweat and Pains 
for I never grudg'd to ſpend my ſelf and to be ſperitfor you. Oh! Thein- 
lIargements I have had inPrayer; the affiſtances youchſafed in Preaching3 the 


warmth, the meitings, the raviſhments, the holy reſolutions at the Lords 
Table. Lamenr, Lament, and again I ſay Lament, Oh! my Soul, that now 
' the Caſe is ſo ſadly altered, there 1s a black.cloud that cov + therStars in 
Chriſts right, Hand... Soſemn aflemblics. ,are Uk, and Ra ring Souls, 
when in part ready. to take their/ Food, havetcr ly Tnatcht ay from 
them. I have been told that when a famous Church in France was of lite 
pull'd down, where Proteſtants uſed to meet and worſhtp; That the pul. 
ling of it-down was-a moſt afic&ing ſpefaele, the Proteſtants came and 
looked on; and Oh /?hat beating of Breaſt was there 5 what floods of 
Tears were ſhed, whag bitter reflections upan their unprofitableneſs 'under 
thoſs Ordinances which there had been publickly adminiſtred. Break, 
break, Oh / my ſtupid Heart, to think how J am thruſt out of the Pulpit, and 
deprived, of thoſe precioys opp Eunities of ſervice which once I had. 
And you, my dear Brethren, Moum together with me, that you Improved 
Sermons no better, and. that tho ſo much Seed was ſown, and that Sexd 
was Catered {ſo plentifullp, yet fe lietle Fruit was brought foryh. 
| Many billows have gone over us already, and perhaps more are egming : 
Cod preſerve the Veſlel of his Church from drowning. Sometimes I have 
feared, and the Lord grant I be not propherical, fince Family dutics have been 
ſo much negledQed, that Family .worthip will be only allowed to Proteſtant 
'Diflemtors. Thave feared becauſe Chyiſfftans have been ſo Doup, ſo 
wozldly, ſa. vain, ſo cenſoztious, ſo-backbfting, when they. have corhe to- 
gether, that they ſhall be more ſcattered then eyer, Oh ! that Tongue Stns 
may not coſt profeſſors fo dear as to make Miniſters, may God tumi-t tient. 
Oh / let us all ſmite on our T highs; and ſay, what have we done. whit have 
we [poken, what have we thought that hath been amiſs? True Repemance 
Which doth include a Thorow and laſting Reformation is the zvay to fix 
the Golden Candelſtick again in- its place and to prevent a Nations ruines | 
and which is comfortable to conſider the Repentance of Tens may do more 
good, then harm can be done by the Sins of Thouſands. Brethren pray 
very hard for me, that I may be ſtrengthened every wey both in-body and 
Spirit, that Head and Heart may be bettered, and both ſincerely ingaged in 
the ſervice of Chriſt, and you ; that the Waters which becauſe of my Im- 
priſonmentI have need ro uſe longer this year then others, may beg Healing, 
and that once again as great a Don? as ever, and much more effe&ual then 
ever, notwithſtanding our many Adverſaries may, be opened to 


L | Your moſt affectionate Paftor, and without 
' June the 24 1683, Complement, your Servant for Jeſus 
being Sabbath, but a ſad Sab- ſake, 
bath, being abſent from you | 
my dearly Beloved. | Nathanael V, mcent. 


POSTCRIEPT. 


His canting Letter 5s publiflhed, that the world may ſee their pernicious principles and 
prattices are fiill the ſameto deceive the mulritnde, . That it is his own Letter, 
neither he nor his Congregation can deny, 


—_ 


—— 
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